KENTUCKY POND HOPPERS

2014 Team Tournament Fishing Rules

1. Qualifying:  Tournaments are open to anyone over 18 years of age.  If under 18 you must be accompanied  in the boat by parent or guardian over 21 years of age or have the signed consent of your legal guardian.

2. Kentucky Pond Hopper membership:  Membership fee is $30.00 per person for the calendar year 2014. Five dollars of the membership fee will go towards the “Classic Fund” and will be paid back at the end of the year tournament.

3. Tournament Entry Fee:  $30.00 per boat per tournament, which includes $5.00 for Big Bass (Cash Only). This is a 90% payback tournament circuit. Prize money will be paid at the ramp.

4. Scoring:  Will be determined by a “points” system. All points will be awarded to the team. Best 4 out of 6 tournament scores will count towards the division championship.

5. Year End Classic:  To qualify for the “Classic” your team must fish 4 out of the 6 tournaments. Team may buy 1 tournament prior to tournament.

6. Substitutes:  If a team member can not fish a tournament, you may fish with a substitute, but you must get authorization from the tournament director prior to that tournament. No substitutes are allowed in the year End Classic.

7. Boat and Horsepower Size Limits:  Boats must be 15 feet or less. Outboard motor may not exceed the coast guard rating for that boat (maximum limit of 15 HP).

8. Limit:  This is a 4 fish-limit (per team or when fishing alone) tournament. Only largemouth, smallmouth, and Kentucky (spotted) Bass will be permitted at the weigh-in.  All fish must be culled on water before putting the on trailer.

9. Big Bass:  Ties for Big Bass will split the big bass pot.

10. No Live Bait:  Only artificial lures can be used in all tournaments. The use of pork rind is permitted.

11. Permitted Fishing Methods:  All bass must be caught alive in a conventional sporting manner. Only one rod may be used at a time. Trolling as a method of fishing is strictly prohibited.

12. Short Fish Penalties:  All fish brought to the weigh-in must be of legal size determined by state law of that body of water fished. Short fish will be culled from your sack, and as penalty the largest fish in your sack will also be culled. A courtesy golden rule will be available to be used by any team.

13. Dead Fish Penalty:  One half of the weight of the dead fish will be deducted from your total weight. You may purchase aerators for your coolers or livewells from many of our fine sponsors. No stringers of fish baskets allowed.

14. Mangled Fish:  Fish that appear to be altered or mangled will only be weighed at the discretion of the tournament director.

15. Late Penalty:  Teams that have not checked in at the official end time of the tournaments will be disqualified.... no exceptions.

16. Tournament Hours:  Start and finish times of all tournaments will be set by the tournament director.

17. Registration:  There will be registration at the tournament site starting one hour before the start of the tournament. Registration closes 20 minutes before start of tournament. No entries after tournament starting time unless prior arrangements have been made with the tournament director.

18. Take Off:  Take off position will be determined by luck of the draw at registration.

19. Boat Inspection:  All livewells or coolers will be checked by tournament officials at take off time.

20. Safety:  Each boat is required to have all U.S. Coast Guard approved safety equipment.  Safe boating must be observed at all times. We recommend that all angles wear their life vests while the combustion engine is in operation.

21. Sportsmanship: All contestants are required to follow high standards of sportsmanship, courtesy, and conservation. Drunkeness shall be cause for immediate disqualification. No alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs shall be allowed in boats during tournament hours extending through close of weigh-in.

22. Off-limits:  You may not fish closer than 50 yards to another competitor unless given permission. If permission is given to one, all may fish the same water.

23. You May Not Leave Your Boat During Tournament Hours:  If you must leave your boat during tournament hours (other than bathroom breaks), you must first notify the tournament director.

24. Cheating:  Anyone caught cheating in any tournament event will be banned from fishing any KY Pond Hoppers Tournament event. We reserve the right to have a random truth verification test performed at any time.

25. Protest: All protests must be sumitted in writing to the tournament director before the close of the weigh-in. Verbal protests will not be accepted.

26. Insurance:  Liability insurance is required of all participants utilizing a boat in KY Pond Hopper Fishing Tournaments.

27. Refusal of Membership:  We reserve the right to refuse membership or entry into any of KY Pond Hopper Fishing events.

28. Tournament Rules:  Interpretation of these rules will be left exclusively to the tournament director. Decisions of the tournament director are final in all matters and are not subject to appeal.

29. Alabama rig is allowed.

